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ABSTRACT 



Because the Association of Universities and Colleges of 
Canada (AUCC) recognizes the importance of international students to Canada 
and its institutions of higher education, it makes some recommendations to 
enhance policy related to international students and to facilitate the 
recruitment of international students to Canadian educational institutions. 
The AUCC recommends that the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act place a 
stronger emphasis on facilitating the recruitment of international students. 
It also recommends that should an in-Canada landing class for international 
students be created, a clear distinction be drawn between the student 
authorization process and the process of becoming a landed immigrant. The 
AUCC recommends that international students be allowed to work part-time 
off-campus during the school term and over holidays, and that visitors to 
Canada be allowed to change their visa status from visitor to international 
student from within Canada's borders. The AUCC recommends that the medical 
processing of international students be expedited as is currently being done 
on a pilot basis for Latin American and some other immigrants. The AUCC also 
recommends the development of a system of student visas differentiated by 
education subsector. ( SLD) 
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Recognizing the Importance of International Students to Canada 
in the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act 



Further to the deliberations of the Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration Canada 

(SCCIC) on Bill C-ll, the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, the Association of Universities 

and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) would like to address the issue of international students. 

AUCC is interested in this issue for three main reasons: 

• Canadian universities are increasingly looking to internationalize their campuses and international 
students play an important role in this regard both in terms of bringing an international 
perspective and more diversity to the classroom. 

• There are significant economic benefits from international students. For the universities, they 
provide additional revenue which supports the academic endeavour. For local communities, 
expenditures by international students on housing, food, books etc. provide multiple economic 
spin-offs. For.example, it is estimated that in 1996, international students contributed $2.7 
billion to the Canadian economy, or the equivalent of 21,000 jobs (DFAIT 1998). More 
recently, a report commissioned by the British Columbia Ministry of Advanced Education and 
Training on the economic impact of international education in B.C. estimated that the economic 
benefits of international students in all education sectors was approximately $443 million. 
Finally, in terms of Canada’s longer-term interests, international students return to their home 
countries and become the future trading partners and decision-makers with an affinity for 
Canada. 

• Canada is falling behind when it comes to international student recruitment. Other countries are 
benefitting from a coherent international student recruitment strategy, investment in promotion 
and competitive approaches to immigration policies and practices. In this latter area, we 
believe that Canada can improve its approach in order to better reflect the importance of 
recruiting international students and to level the playing field for Canadian universities which are 
facing stiff competition in attracting the best and brightest international students to their 
campuses. 
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